A BRIEF VAISHNAVA CATECHISM

1. How did this Universe come info existence P

It arose through a gradual unfoldment at
God's will.

2. What is God ?

He is the eternal and infinite Reality both
veiled and revealed by the forms of this created universe.

3. How did God create the Universe ?

His power of creative activity functioning
through the * Vyuhas * brought it into being out of the
latent matter of previous universes.

4. Why did He create ?

God unfolds His infinite beauty and goodness
to beings able to enjoy them, and thus expresses His
own innate blissfulness in ' play \

5. Does He seek anything/or Himself thereby ?

He has nothing to gain for Himself save the
delight of sharing His own Being with those whom His
power has evolved and so making them eternally blissful
through the love of Himself.

6. Has this Universe any real existence P

As it is the expression of Reality it is also real,
but its existence depends upon God's will and so is
relative to His and not absolute.